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TEXAS STATE
ADVOCACY DAY 2019

On February 19th, more than 50 USGBC Texas
members and advocates took to the Texas
Capitol to educate and inform their state
representatives about the importance of green
buildings in Texas. After advocacy training led
by Legislative Director Bryan Howard, Chapter
Advocacy Policy Chair David Matiella, and
Julie Hendricks from the Gulf Coast Region,
members met with their state senators,
representatives, and members of relevant
policy committees.

Advocates discussed bills moving through the
House and Senate that align with the Chapter’s
mission of improving Texas schools and
buildings in an environmentally and socially
responsible way. Members met with more than
40 offices to build strategic relationships, and
to encourage their representatives to join the
Green Schools Caucus.

The Texas Chapter of USGBC also honored
Representative J.M. Lozano with an award for
his continued support of the organization and
his dedication to the Green Schools Caucus.

Thanks to everyone who participated in USGBC
Texas Advocacy Day, and to those who
coordinated the events of the day- it was a
great success!
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USGBC ADVOCATES HEADING OFF TO THEIR APPOINTMENTS.

ABOVE:
DAVID

MATIELLA AND JONATHAN KRAATZ HONOR J.M. LOZANO WITH AN
AWARD, ACCEPTED BY A REPRESENTATIVE FROM J.M. LOZANO'S OFFICE,

LEFT: JULIE HENDRIX GIVING AN OVERVIEW OF USGBC'S LEGISLATIVE AGENDA.
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THE 86™ LEGISLATIVE SESSION:
WHAT DO WE SUPPORT?

1

For the 86 legislative session, USGBC Texas is focusing on bills that aligned with our mission of expanding and preserving

a high performing built environment in Texas. These bills focus on three key legislative areas: resiliency, environmental
analysis, and energy efficiency:

o The first areaq, resiliency, calls for legislators to support two bills. HB 274 creates a revolving loan fund for disaster
recovery that will ensure that critical infrastructure is rebuilt in a more resilient manner. HB 1059 requires a biennial

report on stormwater infrastructure to encourage green strategies that reduce flood severity and refill aquifers.

e The second area, environmental analysis, consists of four bills. HB 997 and HB 2998 both involve testing and remedial

action for lead contamination in schools statewide. Also associated with creating healthy school environments for young
Texans, HB 2999 requires school districts to test their school facility HVAC systems regularly to ensure compliance with
air quality standards. HB 219 requires that environmental evaluation be a part of a municipality’s long-range

development including impacts on air, water, and soil.

e The third areaq, energy efficiency, includes HB 223, which relates to assessing fees on facilities subject to greenhouse
gas reporting.

Lastly, an ongoing focus is the Green Caucus, a body within the legislature that raises awareness about the benefits of

green schools and encourages policy discussion on the topic.

This legislative agenda illustrates a strong commitment to USGBC'’s mission and our dedication to raising awareness about
the benefits of green building and sustainable development practices. If you are interested in following these bills, click
on their names above to see their tracking page.

UPDATE: Texas PACE Authority
2.0 Bill Filed as
SB 1281.

Inform your representatives it has

been filed; call their office and show

your support!
Download a one-pager about the bill here

DAVID MATIELLA LEADING THE ADVOCACY DAY TRAINING AT MITTE CARRIAGE HOUSE.IN
AUSTIN.

How can you be more involved with the Chapter’s Advocacy efforts?
Email Advocacy@USGBCTexas.org for more information.



https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB274/2019
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB1059/2019
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB997/2019
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB2998/2019
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB2999/2019
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB219/2019
https://legiscan.com/TX/bill/HB223/2019
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=SB1281
https://usgbctexas.org/resources/Documents/SB%201281_PACE%202.0%20.pdf
mailto:Advocacy@USGBCTexas.org
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USGBCTEXAS CHAPTER MARCH EVENTS

CENTRAL REGION

The Good News About Climate

and the Building Professions
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Thursday, March 28t
Register Here

WEST TEXAS REGION

Occupant Wellness Toolkit
11:30 AM- 12:30 PM
Wednesday, March 13th
Register Here

Green Drinks = St. Paddy’s Day
Edition
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Thursday, March 14t
Register Here

GULF COAST REGION

Houston Climate Action Plan
Town Hall

Wednesday, March 27t
Register Here

NORTH REGION

Fort Worth LEED Platinum Tour at BRIT

Visit the Botanical Research Institute of Texas
(BRIT)
Wednesday, March 215t
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Register Here

Emerging Professionals
Leadership Series
March 28, April 11, April 25t, May 9th

Register for Session 1 Here

SOUTH REGION

SA Climate Ready
Comment Period
extended to March 26th
Draft Climate Action and Adaptation Plan

(CAAP) public comment period has been
extended through March 26, SA Climate

Ready is a framework for reducing local

carbon emissions and adapting to climate
change.
Leave your comments here

STATE: LEED v4.1: What’s New & How it Will Affect Your Design

The newly revised sustainability rating system, LEED v4.1, has just been released by USGBC and will provide a new
tool to measure sustainability achievement in buildings. This presentation will discuss the new LEED v4.1 and provide a
comparison study with the previous version of LEED v4.0. We will discuss the new building rating system and details
regarding the major upgrades in energy and atmosphere credits, highlighting the impact on building design. Eddy

Santosa will be the featured speaker at this event.

Houston: Friday, March 29 11:30 a.m. = 1:00 p.m. Register Here.
Dallas: Tuesday, April 2 11:30 a.m. = 1:00 p.m. Register Here.
San Antonio: Tuesday, April 9 11:30 a.m. = 1:00 p.m. Register Here.

Austin: Wednesday, April 10 11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Register Here.


https://saclimateready.org/about-us/draft-climate-action-adaptation-plan/
https://saclimateready.org/about-us/draft-climate-action-adaptation-plan/
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3287594/Registration
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3308232/Registration
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3308232/Registration
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3308184/Registration
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3306306/Registration
https://usgbctexas.org/event-3309610
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3305490/Registration
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3305511/Registration
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3305524/Registration
https://www.usgbctexas.org/event-3305530/Registration
https://usgbctexas.org/event-3312554
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USGBCTEXAS CHAPTER APRIL EVENTS

CENTRAL REGION GULF COAST REGION

Earth Day Austin Earth Day Houston
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Saturday, April 13t Sunday, April 14t

Volunteer for the USGBC booth! Volunteer for the USGBC booth!
Register Here Register Here

10t Anniversary of Green
Building Resource Center
Wednesday, April 24t

STATE: EarthxCities: Resilience Summit

Friday, April 26", 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Brisco Carpenter Center, Fair Park, Dallas, TX

Register Here.

City, community and business leaders are facing an increasing set of challenges as they prepare for the impacts of
climate change and an increasing number of natural disasters. This one-day event will provide evolving practices,
cutting edge solutions and decision support needs. Attendees will hear insights from public officials, recognized experts
and experienced practitioners in a suite of plenary sessions, panel discussions and networking activities. Visit our
events page for more information.

STATE: PACENation Summit 2019

Wednesday, April 3 at 1:00 PM - Friday, April 5" at 1:00 PM
Hilton Austin, 500 E. 4t St., Austin, TX

Register Here.

PACENation is the National nonprofit advocate for PACE, working to make PACE financing available to all building
owners. By building supply and demand for PACE, we help state and local governments, business owners, contractors,
and hundreds of other companies serving the PACE market to achieve their goals. The PACENation Summit is the only
national conference focused exclusively on PACE. The 4t Annual PACENation Summit will feature panels, workshops,
instructional sessions, and lots of networking opportunities. Join the movement to improve our energy security and
independence, create jobs and protect the environment.


https://pacenation.us/summit19/
https://pacenation.us/summit19/
https://earthx.org/conference/earthxcities/
https://earthx.org/conference/earthxcities/
https://usgbctexas.org/event-3308428
https://usgbctexas.org/event-3313094
https://usgbctexas.org/event-3313121
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LOOKING BACK: FEBRUARY EVENTS

Co-Chairs of USGBC South Texas Region Recognized by City of San

Antonio
February 8%, 2019

On February 20™, both Co-Chairs of the USGBC South Texas Region were recognized by the City of
San Antonio at a City Council meeting for the 2018 SA Tomorrow Sustainability Awards.

Larry Graff, AIA, LEED AP, Program Manager with DRG Architects received the Sustainability Industry
Leader Award for his many years promoting sustainability with USGBC Texas, the Citizens of
Environmental Advisory Committee and the Bicycle Mobility Advisory Committee. Larry is Co-Chair of
the USGBC South Texas Region and Director on the USGBC Board of Directors.

Juan Fernandez, Founder and CEQO of CVF homes received the Sustainable Residential Project Award
for the Green Heights Housing Project. Juan is Co-Chair of the USGBC South Texas Region.

LEFT: LARRY GRAF RECEIVING THE SUSTAINABILITY INDUSTRY LEADER AWARD

RIGHT: JUAN FERNANDEZ RECEIVING THE SUSTAINABILITY RESIDENTAIL PROJECT AWARD
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City of Austin Central Library Platinum Plaque Ceremony
February 8%, 2019

On the evening of Feb 8th, Austin Mayor Steve Adler, City Manager Spencer Cronk, City Sustainability
Director Lucia Athens and Library Director Roosevelt Week’s all joined USGBC Texas Board Of Directors
Chair Scott Gerhardt and USGBC Texas Executive Director Jonathan Kraatz, who formally presented the
Austin Central Library with its well-earned and historic LEED Platinum Plaque. Mayor Adler accurately
described the Library as “The City of Austin’s new heart!”

While the City of Austin and Austin Energy have been in the forefront of sustainable development and green
building for years, this is the first LEED Platinum project for the City. LEED Platinum is the highest LEED rating
achievable. The project has also made the list of TIME Magazine’s 100 Most Interesting Places in the World.

Architectural firm Lake Flato utilized LEED integrative design principles and intensive years-long research in
collaboration with the City’s Library staff and Library Facility Planner John Gillum to create this acclaimed
space. Designed as a library for the future, and “the front porch for the City”, it is a dynamic green building
that will adapt to new technology and future needs. Highest Congratulations to the City of Austin, the Central
Library, and to all of the many partners involved.
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Texas Ranks 5t Nationally for LEED Green Buildings
February 4", 2019

On February 4t, the U.S. Green Building Council released the Top 10 States for LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design). Texas was ranked the 5t on that list, a huge achievement for the Texas Chapter. In 2018,
Texas secured the highest ranking in state history. The Top 10 States list ranks states based on the number of
LEED certified square feet per person, and the entire Top 10 list combined comprises more than 468 million gross
square feet of LEED-certified space.

The Texas chapter has made great strides throughout this year, and many notable projects have been completed.
One of these exciting projects includes the LEED Silver Austin Animal Kennel, which expanded to meet the city’s
growing demands in the “No Kill” community. The Austin Animal Kennel expansion included an additional 44
kennel spaces, larger play yards and additional adoption rooms.

As green building continues, Texas will continue to pursue sustainable development by encouraging the creation
of green buildings, which improve the quality of life for Texas residents and strengthen our environment. This is a
fantastic achievement; thank you to all of the hard working volunteers that advocated for change and made this

success possible.

Click here to learn more.


https://www.usgbc.org/articles/us-green-building-council-announces-annual-top-10-states-leed-green-building-2018
https://www.usgbc.org/articles/us-green-building-council-announces-annual-top-10-states-leed-green-building-2018
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Call for Proposals: Educational Programs

USGBC Texas Chapter is accepting proposals for educational programs to for 2019 (and beyond).
USGBC Texas strives to offer a diverse selection of educational programs throughout its five regions. The
goal is to educate our members and the community on current/emerging green building principles and

practices, and to expand opportunities for LEED Professionals to gain continuing education hours.

Opportunities for education programs include: in-depth workshops - extended consideration of topics to
build upon green building professionals' existing knowledge lunch 'n learns, conference sessions and tours.

We are particularly seeking in-depth workshops - extended consideration of topics to build upon green
building professionals' existing knowledge.

Please submit your proposals here for programs in all regions of the Chapter’s Regions.

Submit Proposals

2019 USGBC Texas Energy Summit

The 2019 USGBC Texas Energy Summit will be held on October 17, 2019 at the Norris Conference Center at
City Centre in Houston, Texas. This event convenes a diverse group of attendees including building
operators, maintenance engineers, energy managers, sustainability officers, administrators, business
partners, nonprofit representatives, government officials and community members. 2019 USGBC Texas
Energy Summit tracks: High-Performance Design, Indoor Environment, Central Plant Efficiency, and High-
Performance Technology. Please submit potential sessions that include best practices, application of new
technologies (or old technologies applied in a new way) and case studies. Each track will consist of four 50-
minute sessions.

Submit Energy Summit Proposals

Want to be featured in the newsletter? Send submissions and inquiries to
marketingintern@usgbctexas.org.

USGBC Texas is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.

1801 Royal Lane, Suite 400, Dallas, Texas 75229
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https://www.facebook.com/USGBCTexas/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDh0AIszvMonvPgswkhhgFNcaGEDiQ9bolQADsJ1rCqcRCSSDfTfugH4VqEOHFwx6bsL1-4j3fnpmsJ&hc_ref=ARRyB7cxwIa6Asc5YpQcSIePYdN9lE3tLvQc4YLm45ZVhPpjcdBaHulHDUlpqF-9HGo&__xts__[0]=68.ARD_UV7pV2KojnHncDCHLNI9
https://twitter.com/usgbctx
https://www.facebook.com/USGBCTexas/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDh0AIszvMonvPgswkhhgFNcaGEDiQ9bolQADsJ1rCqcRCSSDfTfugH4VqEOHFwx6bsL1-4j3fnpmsJ&hc_ref=ARRyB7cxwIa6Asc5YpQcSIePYdN9lE3tLvQc4YLm45ZVhPpjcdBaHulHDUlpqF-9HGo&__xts__[0]=68.ARD_UV7pV2KojnHncDCHLNI9
https://twitter.com/usgbctx
mailto:marketingintern@usgbctexas.org
https://www.facebook.com/USGBCTexas/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDh0AIszvMonvPgswkhhgFNcaGEDiQ9bolQADsJ1rCqcRCSSDfTfugH4VqEOHFwx6bsL1-4j3fnpmsJ&hc_ref=ARRyB7cxwIa6Asc5YpQcSIePYdN9lE3tLvQc4YLm45ZVhPpjcdBaHulHDUlpqF-9HGo&__xts__[0]=68.ARD_UV7pV2KojnHncDCHLNI9
https://twitter.com/usgbctx
https://www.facebook.com/USGBCTexas/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDh0AIszvMonvPgswkhhgFNcaGEDiQ9bolQADsJ1rCqcRCSSDfTfugH4VqEOHFwx6bsL1-4j3fnpmsJ&hc_ref=ARRyB7cxwIa6Asc5YpQcSIePYdN9lE3tLvQc4YLm45ZVhPpjcdBaHulHDUlpqF-9HGo&__xts__[0]=68.ARD_UV7pV2KojnHncDCHLNI9
https://twitter.com/usgbctx
https://www.facebook.com/USGBCTexas/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDh0AIszvMonvPgswkhhgFNcaGEDiQ9bolQADsJ1rCqcRCSSDfTfugH4VqEOHFwx6bsL1-4j3fnpmsJ&hc_ref=ARRyB7cxwIa6Asc5YpQcSIePYdN9lE3tLvQc4YLm45ZVhPpjcdBaHulHDUlpqF-9HGo&__xts__[0]=68.ARD_UV7pV2KojnHncDCHLNI9
https://twitter.com/usgbctx
https://www.linkedin.com/company/usgbctexas/
https://www.facebook.com/USGBCTexas/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDh0AIszvMonvPgswkhhgFNcaGEDiQ9bolQADsJ1rCqcRCSSDfTfugH4VqEOHFwx6bsL1-4j3fnpmsJ&hc_ref=ARRyB7cxwIa6Asc5YpQcSIePYdN9lE3tLvQc4YLm45ZVhPpjcdBaHulHDUlpqF-9HGo&__xts__[0]=68.ARD_UV7pV2KojnHncDCHLNI9
https://twitter.com/usgbctx
https://goo.gl/forms/TAR2qqQlkQSm0K5z1
https://goo.gl/forms/7hGczQU82Kx4T1yB2
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